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Institute of Materials Finishing 

Due to the current Covid restrictions New Exeter House is closed.  

New Exeter House Staff will be working from home during this period. 

You can email us on:  

helen@materialsfinishing.org or karen@materialsfinishing.org 

 
                                                           New Exeter House, Birmingham B46 1HQ 

Email— info@materialsfinishing.org 
Website— www.materials-finishing.org 

mailto:helen@materialsfinishing.org
mailto:karen@materialsfinishing.org
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DISTANCE LEARNING START DATES 

21st January 2022 

You may enrol from 1st Dec 2021 

You may enrol up to 30 days in advance of the start date.   

Please note that all course fees must be paid in full before 
any course materials can be  released. 

Please contact Karen Yates by email   

karen@materialsfinishing.org 

You can find details of courses and qualifications on our 
website- https://materials-finishing.org/ 
 
 

 

UPCOMING WEBINARS/SEMINARS 

Corrosion– a webinar 

11th January 2022 at 2.00pm  

The Hull Cell– a webinar 

8th February 2022 at 2.00pm 

Brush Plating– a Zoom seminar 

15th February 2022 at 7.00pm 

 

 
Everyone is invited and if you wish to attend any webinar or 
seminar please contact John Burgess by email :-
JohnB_IMF@btinternet.com 

https://materials-finishing.org/
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I know I say this every year, but where has the 
last year gone? Is it purely a sign of getting older, 
or has time really accelerated? 
 
Thinking back over 2021, so much has happened 
since January. 11 months ago, we were living un-
der strict COVID lock down rules, having had a 
non-event Christmas without our usual festivities, 
and working from home with minimal contact 
with anyone outside our very limited “bubbles”.  
 
The majority of us are now at least “double vac-
cinated” with many of us now having received the third “booster” jab. I know this has 
given me a much better feeling of being able to live a more normal life, and to be able 
to personally interface with colleagues and customers. It was really great to meet up 
with IMF colleagues at our recent hybrid AGM, and to enjoy some social activities 
with fellow board members! 
 
And then, just when we were thinking about Christmas parties, overseas travel, and 
holidays, along come Omicron and we’re back into days of uncertainty! I know the 
government have to impose some restrictions whilst the scientists evaluate what, if 
any, different affects this new variant will bring, but I do hope we will at least be able 
to celebrate Christmas. 
 
2021 has been a good year for the IMF. Despite all the issues thrown up by COVID 
restrictions, we have continued to thrive, with continued better than expected educa-
tion sales, and continued interest in the series of virtual presentations and webinars. 
An exciting development is the introduction of “Podcasts”, organised by our chair of 
the M&M committee John Burgess. These are interesting chats with members who 
have worked in our industries for many years and tell of their experiences. Watch this 
space, John is trying to get me to take part in one during 2022! 
 
But certainly, the biggest news for the Institute during 2021 has been the move from 
central Birmingham to new offices in Coleshill. There are more details on this in this 
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edition of Information, so please have a look. I know Helen and Karen can’t wait to 
move into these new offices, but this will be tempered to include some continued 
working from home to follow government guidelines. 
 
2021 has seen no let up with a necessary involvement with REACH, and I continue 
to monitor the work through the Cross-Sector Group, and their continued discus-
sions with both DEFRA and the HSE. 
 
Of some concern is the possible lack of re-authorisation of both chromium trioxide 
and chrome salts, after the expiration of the existing authorisations starting in Sep-
tember 2024. A task force under the auspices of ADCR has been established to lob-
by for an extension, but this will only cover aerospace use, which will exclude possi-
bly larger uses in industrial applications. I will continue to monitor this and report 
updates as I receive them. 
 
So, we now look forward to 2022, but with what degree of confidence for a better 
and brighter future. Certainly before the discovery of Omicron, I think everybody 
had some degree of positivity, but as we stand now, will this carry through? My 
own personal opinion is that we should take a positive view and I do believe 2022 
will be good! 
 
I wish you all a very happy Christmas, and a successful and healthy new year! 
 
Graham Armstrong 
December 2021. 
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The Annual General meeting of the Institute of Materials Finishing 
was held on the 7th December 
2021 at Windmill Village Hotel, 
Golf Club & Spa Birmingham 
Road, Allesley, Coventry, CV5 
9AL. 

 After the general 
meet & greet Barry Gay 
opened the proceedings to in-
troduce the morning speakers 
the first of whom was Steven 
Norgrove (Principal Engineer, 
Warwick manufacturing Group) to talk about the UK being “Ready for Elec-
trification” 

Steven spoke about where the UK is presently with electrification 
and what will be needed to accomplish the governments requirements.
 He described about how the car industry is tackling the design of cars 
especially with the concern of 
‘range’ and he went on to de-
scribe how battery packs were 
made from many ‘single cell’ 
batteries connected together in 
some cases up to 7000. 

He went on to discuss 
other vehicles, lorries, coaches & 
buses and larger transport such 
as airplanes and ships.   Although 
not all of these would be powered by batteries the use of hydrogen for fuel 
cell electrification was described. 

Going forward Steven’s presentation was extremely interesting and 
left a lot of food for thought. 



Our second speaker Martin Goosey pre-
sented “The Recovery of Gallium from LED 
Lamps” 

This year saw a feasibility study carried 
out by Martin and his team into seeing if the 
metal Gallium could be recovered from LED 
lamps. 

LED lamps contain metals such as Galli-
um and Indium and as these elements are not 
in abundance naturally. The study was to see if 
(by using electrolysis) Gallium could be depos-
ited and therefore be reclaimed. 

Martin introduced the other members of the group including the 
IMF and described the procedure that was adopted to try and recover the 
Gallium. 

LED lamps were supplied, the LED’s removed and the material 
ground in a ball mill. 

It was known that the use of water as a solvent would not work so 
an organic based solvent was used.   An inert anode was used, and the cath-
ode was a polished copper strip so that if there was a deposit then it could 
be easily visible. The electrolysis was carried out at an electro-platers in the 
Midlands on a small beaker scale and after many trials gallium was deposit-
ed. 

The study was only for a short term, but in principle the goal was 
achieved.  

Much more work will be required to turn it into a viable production 
project. 

If you would like to read and understand more please visit 
www.gallium-recycling.co.uk  

 
After lunch our president Karl Ryder called for the approval of the 

minutes of the AGM 2020 and gave his report for the year 2020/21. 
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This was followed by the secretary general Graham Armstrong 

who gave the Report of the Management Board for the year 2020/21 and 
also talked about the move of premises to Coleshill to the “New Exeter 
House”.  

In thanks to Helen for 
her excellent work in planning 
and executing the move Gra-
ham was pleased to present 
her with a bouquet. 

With the sad news of 
losing our Treasurer Nick John-
son the treasurer’s report was 
given by Barry Gay who gave 
an overall summary as to the 
financial position. 

The conclusion of this section was given by Graham Armstrong 
who announced the names of Officers, Management Board Representa-
tives, Standing Committee, Branch and Group Chairmen to serve for the 
2021/22 Institute.  This was followed by calling for the approval of the ap-
pointed Auditor for the current session. 

If you wish to see the 2021 AGM reports please log onto 
www.materials-finishing.org /About the IMF/AGM/2021 AGM Manage-
ment Board Reports 

The meeting was concluded with the Awards being given as fol-
lows om the next page: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.materials-finishing.org
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Awards for 2021  

 
Gold Medal – J Burgess 

 
Hothersall Medal – A C Hart 

 
Canning Bi-Centenary Medal 

‘Electrodeposition : three steps towards sustainability’ 
A.Mulone, J.Hildenbrand and U.Klement 

98(3),108-113. 
 

The Westinghouse Prize 
‘Comparison of effects of simulated electric field interference and pres-

ence of a barrier in the nickel electroplating process to experimental 
data’ 

S.M.J.S.Shourije and M.E.Bahrololoom 
98(6), 303-313. 

 
Jim Kape Memorial Medal 

‘Effect of tantalum film on corrosion behaviour of AA6061 aluminium 
alloy in hydrochloric acid- and chloride-containing solutions. 

X.H.Wang, S.Y.Zhong, Y.H.Song, H.Liu, A.L.Huang, Q.G.Hu, G.R.Wang 
and S.S.Chai 

98(5), 243-249. 
 

Organic Award 

Electrostatic powder coating process optimisation by  

implementing design of experiments 

By 

A D Karaoglan and E Ozden 

dept of industrial engineering, Balikesir, Turkey 

Transactions January 2021volume 99 number 1 

 
Best Foundation Student - George Harris 

Best Technician Student -   Jodie Harris 
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The IMF Have Moved! 
 
Since 1981, the Institute 
have worked out of an office 
building close to the centre 
of Birmingham. Known as 
Exeter House (after the 
street that ran alongside). 
 
When first new, this was 
quite a prestigious facility, 
and was not a difficult build-
ing to access. As time 
passed, however, being in 
the centre of Birmingham 
became more of a disadvantage rather than a benefit. 
 
Commuting into the office, either by road or rail became a chore, and unfortu-
nately the general area around Exeter House became troublesome. 
 
Those of you who knew Exeter House will be aware that the offices were built 
over a petrol station. The IMF owned the whole site, although the patrol sta-
tion was on a no cost lease, which had been set up when we bought the site 40 
years ago. 
 
So, we were surprised but not unhappy to receive an approach from the petrol 
station owner to purchase the complete site, at a valuation probably better 
than could have been expected. 
 
This initiated a search for suitable new premises, and Helen came across a de-
tached office unit, in a dedicated courtyard on the edge of the Coleshill indus-
trial estate in Warwickshire. Not only were these premises of exceptional quali-
ty, with better laid out facilities, but were priced at over 25% cheaper than we 
had been offered for our old site! 
 

New Exeter 
House 
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The proposal was put to the management board, and it was unanimously agreed 
that we should proceed. 
 
So we agreed an offer on the new office, and accepted 
the offer on our old site. Then the “fun” started. 
 
I know from personal experience that selling/buying 
property can seem to go on for ages, but please take 
both Helen’s and my words that commercial dealings 
are far worse. Its only now, 6 months later, that both 
the sale and the purchase have been completed, and we 
moved into the new premises on the 1st December.  
 
Helen and Karen now have the “fun” of unpacking all 
the files we need to retain, so I’m sure that will keep 
them busy into 2022. There were multiple trips “to the 
tip” throughout the clear out of the old offices, which 
only goes to show how much unnecessary stuff all offices 
retain. 
 
 
The new address is: 
 
New Exeter House     
2, The Courtyard 
Roman Way 
Coleshill 
Warwickshire B46 1HQ 
 
The telephone number remains the same, (0121 622 7387) as we moved away 
from BT as the service provider earlier in 2021. 
 
We now have the benefit of an excellent Board room, plus an “education room” 
which will be used for both tutoring, training courses and examinations. 
In addition there is a smaller conference room, which can be used for committee 

Helen and 

Karen’s 

office 

The New 

Board Room 
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meetings, the facility for a properly accessible library and an IMF “museum” detail-
ing our past! 
 
The whole offices are double glazed and air-conditioned, thus providing a far better 
working environment. 
 
We are planning to invest some of the “profits” from the sale of Exeter House, in 
advanced electronic presentation and communication equipment, really bringing 
the Institute into the 21st century! 
 
So we look forward, once the recently imposed COVID restrictions are lifted, to 
putting together an “open day”, and welcoming all of our members to this new fa-
cility! 

 
Graham Armstrong 
December 2021 

 
Halcyon Environmental 

Environmental and H&S Consultancy Services 

CoSHH, CONAW, COAAW, 14001 18001 

Tel:  01902 743673 
E-mail: tim@halcyon-environmental.co.uk 
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29th & 30th June 2022 

 

14th INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP ON 

ELECTRODEPOSITED NANOSTRUCTURES 

June 9-11, 2022 – Kraków, Poland 


