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DIARY
IMF DIARY
DISTANCE LEARNING START DATES
3rd June 2022
You may enrol up to 30 days in advance of the start date.
Please note that all course fees must be paid in full before
any course materials can be released.
Please contact Karen Yates by email
karen@materialsfinishing.org

You can find details of courses and qualifications on our
website- https://materials-finishing.org/

UPCOMING WEBINARS/SEMINARS
Electroless Plating
a Webinar
10th May 2022 14.00
Optical Coatings for Space Applicationsa Zoom session
17th May 2022 19-15
Everyone is invited and if you wish to attend any webinar or
seminar please contact John Burgess by email :JohnB_IMF@btinternet.com
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SECRETARY GENERAL’S COLUMN
It seems hardly possible that we are a third through
2022; where have the first four months of the year
gone?
It probably is the fact that businesses have really picked
up in the last 2-3 months, due in some small measure
to the almost total ending of Covid measures. It has
been really great to be able to move around without
always having to wear a face mask, although I must
admit to continuing to wear one in shops and supermarkets. I recently took a trip to Germany where it was
still a requirement to wear a face mask on the flight.
I think we now have to accept that we will have to live
with Covid and treat it like we now look at either flu or
the common cold. I know of many friends and colleagues who have contracted the virus over recent
weeks without feeling really ill. There is no doubt that the vaccination programme was very successful, and I’m now looking forward to the 4 th jab!
Business has really taken off in the first part of this year, with many companies seeing activity back
almost to pre-pandemic levels. This is a really welcoming news and bodes well for the future of our
industry. I do hope that the conflict now taking place in Ukraine will not cause this growth to slow
down or stop.
For me seeing what is happening in Ukraine is so upsetting, and I do hope that a peaceful resolution
can soon be found.
There is little to update on UK REACH following the decision by DEFRA to review the timescales on
chemical registration; we still await news of any revised decision, but we are maintaining our watch
on what is happening through our involvement with the Cross-Sector group and our links with other
technical societies and Institutes.
It was good to have the break from work over the Easter holidays, and to be able to look forward to
some long weekends with the upcoming bank holidays, and the platinum jubilee of the Queen. I
think with the increased pressures of work these days off are really important!
Please remember our IMFormation publication is really for you, our members, so please let Helen
know if you have any news that would interest our members for use in future
issues.
Graham Armstrong
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FRASER TECHNOLOGIES
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ELECTROLESS PLATING
Upcoming IMF Webinar
Please see below information on our upcoming webinar.
Date: 10th May 2022

Time. 14:00

“Electroless Plating”
To Register:
https://exeterhouse.clickmeeting.com/electroless-plating/register
If you are interested in joining the webinar, please register using the information above.
The course will be designed to be interactive and it is advisable to have paper and pencil to hand.
If you would like a formal Clickmeeting invitation (which will supply you
with all the above) please contact John Burgess,
JohnB_IMF@btinternet.com

We have had issues with attendees not being able to hear the webinar.For
the best results please ensure that your browser is either: Safari, Firefox,
Google Chrome, (Google Chrome being the preferred technology)
The technology should support WebRTC.

Please look in your junk/spam file in
case your email system thinks that the
reply is spam as we have had issues over
this in the past.
There is no cost for the
webinar.
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OPTICAL COATINGS FOR SPACE APPLICATIONS
Southern Branch Evening Seminar by Zoom
Date: Tuesday 17th May 2022
Time: 19-15 – 21-15
Subject:

Optical Coatings for Space Applications

Speaker: Dr John Arnold
For the amateur as well as the professional, it is now a ‘golden age’ in Astronomy.
Enthusiasts can now readily obtain views from their back garden and produce images that are superior to those from professional observatories of a generation
ago.
Much of this progress has relied on optical coatings and this presentation will outline what this has meant with illustrative examples

Surface of the sun

Galaxy in M101 Region

International Space Station

If you would like to find out more about this fascinating subject and join us for our
seminar then please contact:
Helen@materialsfinishing.org who will send you a zoom link.

We look forward to seeing you there and there is
no charge for this seminar.
Halcyon Environmental
Environmental and H&S Consultancy Services
CoSHH, CONAW, COAAW, 14001 18001
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COMMUNICATION (i)
Looking back over 50 years
J Burgess
I was with my fellow Southern
Branch committee members last
night and we were discussing when
the Southern Branch began.
It was thought that it was around 50
years ago so that would have made
it 1972 so I decided to see if I could find anything in the archive of Transactions.
I managed to download the March issue of Transactions and although I found
nothing relating to the Southern Branch, an article caught my eye which I
found very interesting.
The introduction page was written by the then new president Frank C. Porter
and he entitled his subject “Communication”.

Frank managed to write 6 pages on the subject and while I am not going to
write it word for word, it did emphasise many areas how the need to communicate is so important.
Frank broke the subject down into 6 areas.
Why Communicate?
What are the Priorities in Metal Finishing Communications?
The Mechanism for Communications
The Content of Communication
When to Communicate
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COMMUNICATION (ii)
Who is Responsible for Spreading Metal Finishing Knowledge?
Communication is beneficial to both to the donor and the recipient and at its
simplest level the opportunity to ‘get it off your chest’ and voice embryo ideas
and thoughts clears the mind says Frank and he suggests that the major role
of the Institute is to develop good communication not only within its membership but also with other on subjects where there should be a mutual interest.
The Priorities of Metal Finishing Communications
is important in order to keep our profession up to
date. This can be by information passed on by a
representative on new products or in terms of the
Institute can be by Webinars, Seminars and Educational studies.
The mechanism of communication back in 1972
was not internet/computer based and definitely
not social media but by typewritten information
and presentations using photographic slides. The
opportunity to go to seminars to listen to professional people speak and to ask questions was something that was always welcome and these were always well attended.
Who is Responsible for Spreading Metal Finishing Knowledge?
The Content of Communication can be seen to be important, but it does depend on the person who is reading it.
A subject of the use of different types of additives and its
effect on the substrate would be very useful for R&D but in
the commercial environment the mechanism of pre-
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COMMUNICATION (iii)
treatment prior to plating would be more important.
So ‘When do we need to Communicate?’ Often it may be just to ask
what requires to be plated but other
times it could be why has the part
plated not plated correctly.
Failure to communicate at the right
time can lead to difficult situations
but the communication must be constructive in order to obtain the result
required.
Every member of our industry needs to be able to talk clearly about metal finishing and to discuss intelligently the impingement of metal finishing on his
organization's business. This is catered for in our examinations scheme, which
embraces an understanding of some of the basic principles of management
and some specific techniques such as cost estimating.
The Institute also has a strong corporate membership whose support and activity is most valuable and essential in bringing home to governmental, industrial and educational bodies the importance of metal finishing both in terms
of the size and expansion of the industry.
Obviously this is a very brief resume of the article and if you would like to see
the full article (which I thoroughly recommend then please visit the website
www.materials-finishing.org and go to News Items and follow the links.
John Burgess FIMF
APRIL 2022
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SPITFIRE RESTORATION (i)

Spitfire AA810 Restoration secures
important services support.
Spitfire AA810 Restoration are pleased to announce the generous
support of Robert Stuart Ltd of Harlow who will be assisting the
project with ongoing Non-Destructive Testing and surface treatment services of both our recovered original components as well
as new manufacture machine fittings. As we continue to recover
parts from the wreck of AA810, NDT inspections are critical for
the safe restoration of Sandy’s Spitfire. Robert Stuart Ltd, who
provide such services to major manufacturers, will be bringing
their 77 years of aerospace experience to our project.
Speaking of the recent agreement, Spitfire AA810 Restoration Director Tony Hoskins said: “Being able to establish the complete
integrity of the original parts we are reusing from Sandy’s Spitfire
is essential as we progress the restoration. In period, wartime
parts were not subject to the level of scrutiny we accept as standard today and, therefore, it is vital that we establish that the quality of the items we use going forwards will be good for 80 more
years at least. Being able to work with experts in the field of inspection and surface treatments as part of the restoration effort
ensures the highest level of confidence in all the components within AA810 when it flies.”
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SPITFIRE RESTORATION (ii)
As well as NDT services,
Spitfire AA810 will be using both cadmium and anodising services for our
original and newly manufactured steel and aluminium parts to both conserve
and preserve Sandy’s
Spitfire in the best way
possible for future generations against the rigours of
our maritime environment. Robert Stuart Ltd
has also recently made a
significant investment into
the business which has
seen the installation of state-of-the-art spraying facilities that will enable
the perfect external surface etching of the major sub-assemblies of
Sandy’s Spitfire, protecting the aircraft’s skin during the remainder of the
restoration process.
For more information contactPhil Bodycote BEng (Hons)
General Manager
Robert Stuart Ltd
E : phil.bodycote@robert-stuart.co.uk
W: www.robert-stuart.co.uk
T : +44 (0)1279 400114
M: +44 (0)7927 734110
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EXHIBITIONS

29th & 30th June 2022

14th INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP ON
ELECTRODEPOSITED NANOSTRUCTURES

June 9-11, 2022 – Kraków, Poland
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