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IMF DIARY 

DISTANCE LEARNING START DATES 

Apply by 28th August for start date 8th September 
2023. 

Please note that all course fees must be paid in full 
before any course materials can be  released. 

Please contact Karen Yates by email   

karen@materialsfinishing.org 

You can find details of courses and qualifications on 
our website- https://materials-finishing.org/ 

 
UPCOMING WEBINARS/SEMINARS 

Below are the dates of new webinars which are 
designed to help with the first 7 units of the 
Foundation Course, although attendance is not 

compulsory. 

The webinars will be held in the evening (19-00) to 
avoid any disturbances with work commitments and 
will last 30 – 45minutes. 

All webinars will be through the “Clickmeeting” 
platform and invites will be sent to students to register 
for the webinar if they wish.  Any student or member 
may attend any of the webinars. 

Dates: 

Foundation Course Unit 1 04/07/23 

Foundation Course Unit 2 18/07/23 

Foundation Course Unit 3 01/08/23 

Foundation Course Unit 4 15/08/23 

Foundation Course Unit 5 05/09/23 

Foundation Course Unit 6 19/09/23 

Foundation Course Unit 7  03/10/23 

It is suggested that all students attend Unit 1 as this 
will also provide information on how 
to go about completing the course . 

https://materials-finishing.org/
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I seem to be spending a great deal of 2023 sat on aeroplanes, be this either pleasure or work 
related. 
 
In the last 5 weeks, I have taken 10 flights to cover such 
diverse places as Australia, North Island New Zealand, 
Singapore and Louisiana in the States. 
 
Flying can be fun, but also very tiring, especially the 
“red eye” specials, overnight flights back from the USA. 
I’m four days back from New Orleans and still haven’t 
got back to a UK sleep pattern! 
 
My trip to Australia and New Zealand was half pleasure 
and half work; last year I met with the President of the 
Surface Coatings Association of New Zealand (SCANZ), who I know through contacts at 
international coatings societies level. He was kind enough to invite me to give a paper at their 
2023 convention, which was held in one of my favourite parts of New Zealand, the Bay of 
Islands. This was a great opportunity to present a case study on the development of chrome 
free diffusion coatings, which illustrated the need for radical development of coatings that 
traditionally were formulated on Chromium Trioxide where the chrome is likely to be 
“banned” under REACH. 
 
The audience comprised attendees from both New Zealand, Australia and even South Africa. 
Whilst most had heard of European REACH, most were unaware of the consequences of this 
law on the chemical and surface coatings industries, and how they were driving development 
on new “safer” products. My presentation certainly set up some lively discussions. 
 
Back in the UK for four days, then off to Louisiana, but this time totally work related! I did 
have a Sunday to quickly explore New Orleans, to include the French Market and French 

Quarter, and obviously Bourbon Street, the heart of live 
music, jazz, blues etc. and a multitude of bars and cafes! 
The ride on their archetypal tram was great fun! 
 
So now back in the UK before my next foreign sortie next 
week to northern Spain, again work 
related. I have managed to take in a 
couple of IMF meetings, so I’m not 
totally divorced from our activities.  

 
Halcyon Environmen-

tal 

Environmental and H&S Consultancy Services 



         www.materials-finishing.org 

              SECRETARY GENERAL’S COLUMN   (ii) 

4 

 
Its great to see the involvement of our members in our teams and committees, and the 
desire to promote the benefits of the IMF and how we can help everyone in materials 
finishing. 
 
Attending the marketing and membership committee meeting a couple of days ago, I was 
fascinated to hear of the plans for our stand at Surface World to be held at the National 
Exhibition Centre in Birmingham. The show is scheduled to take place over 2 days, 
Wednesday 4th and Thursday 5th October, and again we will host the networking stand as 
sponsors of the event.  
 
I really want to be in attendance, but it looks likely that I will be travelling in the Far east that 
week, where my company has been requested to run some training courses with clients, and 
to support our Southeast Asia distributor at a major trade show. 
 
With all my travelling and other commitments, both work and personal, I’m finding it difficult 
to believe we are nearly halfway through 2023, and that it will be the longest day in a couple 
of weeks. I know it’s a bit of an “old wife’s tale”, but to me as I get older, the days, months 
and years just seem to flash by. We’ll be planning and attending the AGM before we know it! 
 
So can I finish by wishing you all a very pleasant summer, and those of you who are planning 
holidays, a very happy break away. 
 
 
Graham Armstrong FIMF FTSC 
June 2023 
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The inaugural IMF / OCCA golf day was held at the Windmill Hotel and Golf Club 
Coventry on 24th August.  

 

The course itself is relatively short with several tricky (some might say quirky) 
holes. The golf was played in almost perfect conditions which were enjoyed by 28 
golfers plus a couple of attendees.  

 

Our thanks to the Windmill and all 
involved for an excellent day, well 
organised and well looked after both 
golf wise and food wise. 

 

The competition was a 4 man team 
with the best two Stableford scores 
to count and a team representing 
OCCA held off all challengers to win 
the trophy with 83 points: made up 
of Past President Jim Bury with Ste-
phen Ainsworth (ex Crown Paints) 
alongside a couple from Arkema 
Morrie Barbour and Tony Hall. Tony 
also claiming the bragging writes by 
winning the putting competition. 

 

Thank you to Indestructible Paints , Rob-
ert Stuart ,  Frost Electroplating , HMG, 
Karas Plating ,  Aquatec Paint, BJK and Blagden  for 
supporting the day.  

Team Winners-Jim Bury, Morrie 
Barbour, Tony Hall and Stephen 
Ainsworth 
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Nearest the Pin Ashley 
Wallen  

Longest Drive Chris Clarke The Putting competition 
was won by Tony Hall. 

Some Team Shots 

Individual Winners 
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Sadly we have to report the death of Dr. Denis 

Noel Layton , beloved husband, father, 

grandfather and great-grandfather. He passed 

away peacefully on 28th February 2023 and will be 

missed by all who new him. 

Denis has been a long-term Member and Fellow of 

the Institute and served as President from 1988 to 

1990. 

 

                       OBITUARY for DENIS LAYTON 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We would like to welcome our 11 new Foundation students and 2 new Technician 
Students who have enrolled on IMF courses. 
  
Check out the webinar area for upcoming webinars and recorded ones that may help 
with your studies. 
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Surface Finishing Foundation Course 

“Improving the Understanding” 

 

The Surface 
Finishing Foundation 
Certificate is 

designed to provide 
personnel in surface 
finishing and related 
technologies the 
opportunity to 
improve and 
increase their 
knowledge to aid 
them to be able to 
deal with shop floor 
problems more 
effectively.     

 The course is offered as a Distance Learning programme with students completing 
7 mandatory units followed by 5 from one of the Technology Blocks and a further 
3 Optional units from those units not already selected for study.    

 Going forward it is the intention to provide a webinar on each of the Mandatory 
Units (7 webinars) in order to help students to understand more clearly what is 
required. We are also looking to have 1 or 2 open forums whereby students can 
discuss parts of their course that they feel may be difficult to understand. 

The Foundation Certificate takes around 16 weeks to complete and the webinars 
will commence around 4 weeks after the initial starting date.    These webinars will 
be held during an evening and last around 45 minutes. 
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Dr. David Arrowsmith graduated with first class honours in metallurgy at the University of Cam-
bridge where he was also awarded his PhD. His industrial experience included five years at the 
British Aluminium Co. Ltd. After retiring from Aston University in 1982 he became a MOD consult-
ant at the Admiralty Research Establishment, Portland. 

He was an active member of the Institute from the 1960s until about 2000 when he developed a 
keen interest in ‘Finebindings’ – more about this later. He was awarded the Hothersall Memorial 
Medal in 1985 and the Gold Medal (the Institute’s highest award) in 1989. He was Honorary editor 
of the Transactions of the IMF in the 1980s. He published 22 papers in the Transactions between 
1956 and 1988 

He was also a talented musician owning and playing valuable stringed instruments in well-known 
local orchestras although on one notable occasion in 1963 he piped in the haggis at an IMF Con-
ference Dinner in Edinburgh. 

I first met David when I applied for a post at Aston University in 1966. He was the Reader in Indus-
trial Metallurgy in the Department of Metallurgy and was keen to expand the section of the De-
partment specialising in Corrosion and Metal Finishing. I knew of David’s expertise in the meas-
urement of stress in electrodeposits because I had been working on the same topic at W. Canning 
& Co Ltd. He studied at Cambridge for his doctorate under T P Hoar (President of the IMF 1957 - 
59). They published a paper in the Transactions of the IMF in 1957 on the Hoar and Arrowsmith 
method of stress measurement. This is a method in which a strip of metal is prevented from bend-
ing during electroplating by the application of an external force so that relaxation of stress is not 
permitted. He was delighted that his thesis was one of the most concise submitted at Cambridge. 

I worked with him and Phil Barrett (member of the IMF for many years) to develop undergraduate 
courses in corrosion and metal finishing and to introduce an MSc course in these subjects which 
also had a Management component. Research in this field became important in the Department 
especially when David obtained a grant to purchase a scanning electron microscope. He super-
vised many PhD students and a number of papers were published in the Transactions. He was a 
gifted teacher and this helped enormously to encourage students to stay on and study at post-
graduate level. This enhanced the Department’s reputation in this field. 

In the days when the College of Food prepared lunches for the Senior Common Room at Aston it 
was an opportunity to mix with staff from other departments and I enjoyed his company on many 
occasions at these lunches. I always thought that he deliberately came along with a controversial 
topic that he ‘innocently’ introduced to get his colleagues talking.  

He was a very private person reluctant to talk about his achievements or private life. Everything 
he was involved in had to be to a high standard whether academic or hobbies. The last time I was 
in contact with David in 2012 he sent me a book entitled “David Arrowsmith’s Collection of 
Finebindings, A personal Selection”. This exemplifies his drive to achieve a high standard.  

The book has colour illustrations of works he has collected, some bound by him. 
They must be very valuable and were exhibited at the Bodleian Library in Ox-
ford. I remember him telling me that he intended to leave his collection to a 
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library/museum in Wales. 

I will let David speak for himself to conclude this obituary. 

“Inspired by an exhibition of contemporary finebindings promoting evening classes at Matthew 
Boulton College, Birmingham, I enrolled and started bookbinding in 1983 but it was not until 1993 
that I bought the first finebinding for my collection by which time I was able to appreciate the 
craftsmanship and skill of the highest order produced by professional bookbinders. 

The selection shows the wide range and variety of finebinding styles and designs produced in the 
last 30 years in the United Kingdom. Their beauty and craftsmanship give me an enormous 
amount of pleasure. Apart from one, I know all the creators of the finebindings in my collection. I 
am extremely grateful to them, both for their bindings and also for their help, inspiration and 
friendship.”* 

David Arrowsnith scientist, musician and bookbinder. 

         Keith Dennis  

* David Arrowsmith’s Collection of Finebindings, A personal Selection 

ISBN 978-0-9555437-9-1 

c D.J.Arrowsmith 2012 

Printed by Pinstripe Print Group 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                          David Arrowsmith and Keith Dennis  

                                          at a graduation event at Aston University circa 1980 
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A special offer to provide private medical plans for members of Institute of Materials 

Finishing has been arranged with HMCA, including a £50 gift card or £100 off your first-

year subscription upon joining a private medical plan.  

If you already have a private medical plan, are you paying too much? You could save money 

by transferring to HMCA. Why not request a no obligation quote ahead of your renewal? 

You may transfer to HMCA at any age, without a medical examination and will receive guar-

anteed acceptance under our transfer facility.  

This offer is also available to you if you do not currently have private medical cover. With 
hospital waiting lists at a record high, there has never been a better time to start a private 
medical plan. 
 
HMCA offer four levels of private medical plans for individuals, family groups and compa-
nies as well as dental plans, hospital cash plans, travel plans and vehicle breakdown recov-
ery. Our many years of experience ensures we have a plan to suit your needs at the best 
possible price. 
 

Who are HMCA 
HMCA was established over 45 years ago and has grown to be one of the most successful 

membership benefit providers in the UK. HMCA membership is also one of the most exclu-

sive as our plans are only available to the members of trade, professional and membership 

groups and subscribers of select publications. Therefore, HMCA is not on any comparison 

website. You will not see HMCA advertising to the general public and this means minimal 

marketing costs so we can arrange comprehensive and flexible medical plans that are great 

value for money. 

 

For further information and quotations contact HMCA by telephone on 01423 799949 or 

visit the exclusive HMCA Institute of Materials Finishing website here: https://

www.hmca.co.uk/imf 

HMCA/S PLC (trading as Hospital and Medical Care Association, HMCA and HMCA Mem-

bers) is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 

(FRN:307587). HMCA/s PLC is a company registered in England, company 

number: 01362094, registered office: Beech Hall, Knaresborough, North 

Yorkshire, HG5 0EA. 

https://www.hmca.co.uk/imf
https://www.hmca.co.uk/imf
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