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DISTANCE LEARNING START DATES 

Apply by Friday 5th January for start date 19th 
January 2024. 

Please note that all course fees must be paid in 
full before any course materials can be  released. 

Please contact Karen Yates by email  
karen@materialsfinishing.org 

You can find details of courses and qualifications 
on our website- https://materials-finishing.org/ 

 

 

 

UPCOMING WEBINARS/SEMINARS 

 

Laser Assisted Cold Metal 

Spraying of Nickel Alloys for 

Structural Repairs 

 

Date:     Wed March 6th  

 

For further information please contact 
johnburgess@materialsfinishing.org  

 

https://materials-finishing.org/
mailto:johnburgess@materialsfinishing.org
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Here we are again at the end of another year with 
Christmas rapidly approaching, another birthday 
past and a year disappeared in a flash! 
 
This has been a crazy year with lots of travelling, 
mostly but not all for business, but with a couple of 
“crash out” holidays in Tenerife spent reading, 
eating and drinking! I think I’ve been on 28 planes, 
from the glorious mega A380 of Emirates to a tiny 
Bombardier Q300 on an internal flight in New 
Zealand! It’s actually quite nice to have a couple of months in the UK before the 
travelling starts again in February 2024. 
 
I’m writing this straight after the AGM, where it was great to catch up with many 
of you and enjoy the now traditional “first Christmas lunch of the year”. 
 
We received 2 excellent presentations from Dr Violaine Mendez of Indestructible 
Paints on their development programme on chrome free anti-corrosive primers, 
and from Messrs Kenzie, Ross and Nicell on the routes to Carbon Reduction and 
Energy Saving. Both were extremely interesting and thought provoking. 
 
It was most surprising for me to be awarded the W.Canning Bi-Centenary Award 
for a paper I actually wrote back in 2022 on “Environmental and Legislative 
Impacts on Anti-Corrosion Primers and Paints”, published in the bulletin section of 
Transactions. The paper was based on a lecture I gave back in September 2021 to 
the Japanese conference on Surface Engineering, this of course being delivered 

through the Zoom platform! 
 
At the AGM we said good-bye to our President for the 
last 4 years, Professor Karl Ryder, and welcomed our 
new President David Neal. Unfortunately, Dave could 
not be with us on the day, as he is 
recovering from major surgery, but I 
understand he will be fully “up and 
running” in the new year. 

 
Halcyon Environ-

mental 

Environmental and H&S Consultancy 

Services 
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It’s been a great pleasure working alongside Karl over the past 4 years, although 
to be fair much of our communication has been through the virtual world on 
Zoom or Teams! 
 
During November, both Karl and I had the pleasure of attending the Oil & Colour 
Chemists Association technical conference, SURCON 2023, held this year in the 
conference centre of Warwick University. This was a lively event held over 2 days 
with a theme of achieving Carbon Zero by 2050, and managing sustainability, 
particularly within the coatings industries. 
 
Karl gave an excellent paper on his work on electrochemical and spectroscopic 
properties of electronically conducting polymers, and we were both invited to sit 
on the panel for an open discussion on the UK regulatory landscape. This did turn 
into a bit of a discussion on both EU and UK REACH (probably my fault!) but it 
certainly was a lively 60 minute debate! 
 
On the subject of REACH, there is currently much confusion over the re-
authorisation or otherwise of Chromium Trioxide, with talk of the chemical being 
taken out of Annex XIV (authorisation) and moved into Annex XVII (restriction) of 
the EU REACH regulations. It is uncertain if this will be the case, and whether the 
multiple uses of CrO3 will be included, or just specific uses particularly aerospace. 
  
Along with colleagues from the IMF and other technical associations, I am 
monitoring this and as more is learnt I will report to you through IMFormation. 
 
So can I finish by wishing you and your families a very happy Christmas, and a 
happy, successful, but most importantly a healthy 2024. 
 

Graham Armstrong 
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Report of the President to the AGM, November 2023 
 
My previous reports to our AGM have 
been dominated by emotive accounts of 
pestilence, war and sky-high living costs.  
As I write, I am happy see that at least the 
UK rate of inflation is returning to more 
normal and manageable levels and hope 
that this will be of some comfort to the 
economic outlook of the UK and to our 
members.  During the past twelve months 
the activities of the Institute have 
continued in full operation and I am 
delighted to use this opportunity to 
welcome our new President David Neal of 
Rolls-Royce.  Dave is a global expert on 
the use of paints and coatings technology for the aerospace industry and will take over the 
chair of the management board from me at the AGM.  Throughout my time as President, I 
have been supported and guided by the members of the management board but in 
particular by the Immediate Past President Barry Gay.  The Institute is still very much reliant 
on Barry’s involvement in the day-to-day operations of the IMF and in order to retain his 
services on the board, he has agreed to remain with us in the role of Executive Past 
President. 

 

Sadly, during the year, we lost one of most long-serving members and a former president, 
Peter Farr.  Peter was known and greatly respected by many in the IMF and in the academic 
community.  His funeral was well attended by representatives of the IMF and his former 
colleagues and students.  In honour of his contributions, we have inaugurated a prize in 
Peter’s name to be awarded to the authors of the best publication in electrochemistry 
appearing in Trans IMF. 

 

We have been active, as always, in representing the interests of the IMF in political and 
policy engagement and continue to sit on the Parliamentary and Scientific 
Committee where we contribute both to the discussion of current issues 
and to the agenda setting.  The IMF was also a partner in an Innovate UK 
bid for a £1 m project to develop a recycling pathway for gallium (from 
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waste lighting), but unfortunately this was unsuccessful.  We will continue to look into 
other ways of involving the IMF in research, development and innovation projects.  This 
has been coordinated through the Science committee and largely by the efforts of its 
chairman Trevor Crichton.  At the AGM Trevor will step down from that role and so I take 
this opportunity to thank him for his many years of service and forbearance.  
Fortunately, Trevor will remain as a member of the Science Committee and I will take 
over as chair.  I also will thank Eddy Cotton (chair of the Education and Training 
Committee) and Phil Alexander (Chair of Southern Branch) who have stepped down this 
year, for their long and dedicated service.   

 

During the year the IMF contributed to several external events and took a large stand at 
the Surface World 2023 exhibition (Birmingham NEC).  We had a central area attended 
by many of the IMF management and staff where we helped to raise awareness of the 
training and industry support that the IMF provides to its members.  The two days were 
quite busy, and vibrant.  Also, both myself and Graham (Secretary General) have 
represented the IMF at the SURCON conference (University of Warwick) of the Oil and 
Colour Chemists’ Association (OCCA) and were panel members at its strategy discussion 
session.  This is a strategic sector for the IMF now as the core interests of many of our 
members (including the new President) lie in the organic coatings and paint industries. 

 

This is my last year as President of the IMF and it has been my honour and privilege to 
serve.  I believe that the IMF continues to do well as a charitable Institute, and this is 
entirely due to the willing and generous voluntary contributions from its groups, 
sections, officers, and members as well as the dedicated staff.  So, I will take this 
opportunity once again to thank you for all your efforts throughout this year.  Finally, as 
we look forward to another exciting and challenging year, I wish you all a very merry 
Christmas and a happy and productive 2024. 

Prof. Karl S. RyderProf. Karl S. Ryder 

November 2023 
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2023 Award Winners 
 

Jim Kape Memorial Award 

(Sponsored by the IMF). This is presented from time to time for a paper of significance in 

the field of aluminium or other light metal finishing and published in Transactions. 

V.Klimas, A.Naujokaitis, S.Jankauskas and A.Jagminas 

‘Anodising of aluminium in formate solutions with formation of porous alumina arrays’. 

p 333 

 

CANNING BI-CENTENARY AWARD 

This award is for the best practical paper published in 

the Bulletin section of Transactions.  

Graham Armstrong 

‘Environmental and legislative impacts on anti-

corrosion primers and paints: the use of anti-corrosive 

primers and coatings in aerospace applications’. 

p 178 

 

The Peter Farr Memorial Award 
 
This award is for the best paper published in Transac-

tions, that has shown the most valuable development in 

the science and practice of electrochemistry in general 

and electrodeposition in particular.  

Atiqah Binti Jasni, Sachio Yoshihara, Fumio Aiki and Hideki Watanabe 

‘Pyrimidine derivative-based cyanide-free silver electroplating bath’. 

p 193 
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Joe Edwards Memorial Award  
 
 
This award is presented for the best surface finishing review type paper published in 

Transactions. 

N.Ariharan, C.G.Sriram, N.Radhika, S.Aswin and S.Haridas 

‘A comprehensive review of vapour deposited coatings for cutting tools: properties 

and recent advances’. 

p 262 

 
 
 
Best Student at Foundation Level – 
    
                            Rosemary Newick 
 
 
Best Student at Technician Level –  

 
Mackenzie Hayes 
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AGM Presentations 

 

 

Anti Corrosive Primers for 
Aluminium Alloys 

Dr. Violaine Mendez, Indestructible 
Paints Ltd. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Routes to Carbon Reduction and Energy Saving 
 

Bryan Glendinning – CEO Engenera Renewables Group 

Martin Kenzie – Sales Manager 2-G Energy Ltd 

Gaige Ross – Sales Director Smart Ease Finance 

Gerry Nicell – National sales Manager Engenera Renewables Ltd 
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The optimal solution for long life cleaning  ̶  MKS’ 

Atotech UniPrep® system, a combination of advanced 

cleaning processes and oil elimination equipment 
 

MKS facilitates high efficiency cleaning and degreasing in standard production 

 

Cleaning and degreasing of a metal substrate’s surface are essential for all high-

performance paint applications. To ensure efficient pretreatment coating deposition, 

uniform paint coverage, and adequate corrosion resistance, organic and inorganic soils or 

contaminants must be removed from the surface.  

 

For organic soils, conventional alkaline cleaners provide the necessary degreasing 

characteristics to prepare the metal for pretreatment. However, these cleaners often 

operate at elevated temperatures (55 - 80 °C), have a short solution life and a declining 

cleaning efficiency as the organic soils build up. Additionally, conventional cleaners often 

contain phosphorus, boron and alkylphenol ethoxylates (APEs), all compounds 

considered substances of concern with increasing regulation globally, while also being a 

maintenance and wastewater treatment burden. 

 

UniPrep® cleaners are the ideal alternative to conventional degreasing products. UniPrep® 

processes are capable of extended solution life promoting the natural degradation of 

organic soils removed and emulsified during the cleaning process.  By achieving this, 

UniPrep® cleaners create a more efficient and stable process for applicators, requiring 

less frequent cleaner make-ups and reducing wastewater treatment burden. UniPrep® 

long life cleaners are formulated without phosphorus, boron, and APEs, providing a 

solution for environmentally conscious applicators.  

 

UniPrep® cleaners also offer the unique advantage of low temperature operation, a highly 
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Congratulations to all our students who passed exams 

taken in October 2023! 

Foundation Certificate – Distance Learning - 3 passes, 4 Merits and 3 

Distinctions 

Technician Modules – Distance Learning  – 1 Pass and 2 Distinctions 

Technician Certificate Awarded – 1 

 

 

Our next start date for all Distance learning courses is 

19th January 2024 

Anyone interested in a course please contact me for 

further details and costs Karen Yates - 

karen@materialsfinishing.org 

Or telephone 0121 622 7387 
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Team Winners-Jim Bury, Morrie 
Barbour, Tony Hall and Stephen 
Ainsworth 
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I’m Laura Godwin, Recruiter and Director of Godwin 
Recruitment, an Independent Recruitment Consultancy. 

 

I am very proud to partner with IMF Member, 
Indestructible Paint Ltd. to support their recruitment 
plans.  To date, I have recruited many technical and 
administrative employees across the business, to include 
Sales Administrators, Quality, Health & Safety Manager, 
Application Specialists, Technical Laboratory Manager, and 
IT Manager.  I have also recruited a Development Manager 
for the IMF. 

 

With 25 years’ REC qualified experience, I established Godwin Recruitment 9 years ago with 
a commitment to demonstrating my company strapline…..“Not all recruitment companies 
are the same” 

 

How I can help you -  

Trusted to professionally represent your brand to candidates, I take the time to learn your 
business and specific vacancy requirements to enable me to identify the most suitable 
shortlist of candidates for your consideration.   

All candidates are registered in person; fully informed of the opportunity and prepared for 
Interview.   

A guaranteed ‘free of charge’ replacement demonstrates my commitment to ‘getting it 
right’ first time. 

 

Please see my LinkedIn profile https://www.linkedin.com/in/godwinlaura/ for 
recommendations of my service from clients and candidates. 

 

For further details on how I can support your recruitment plans, please 
contact me on 07880 812912 / laura@godwinrecruitment.co.uk to 
arrange an introductory call. 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/godwinlaura/
mailto:laura@godwinrecruitment.co.uk
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We are looking at trying something new in 
2024. 
Prior to COVID, the Southern Branch of the 
IMF used to hold seminars at varying venues 
around the Southampton/Portsmouth area 
and invite people to attend and listen to 
speakers talking about interesting subjects. 
Since COVID and also due to the lack of time 
available for attendees, these seminars have 
been conducted via ZOOM or the use of al-
ternative platforms.   

Now we would like to revisit the idea of face 
to face seminars but utilise New Exeter 
House (based in Coleshill) as the venue. 
What we are proposing is that we open up 
New Exeter House for an evening seminar 
which could then either be attended  in per-
son OR via a ZOOM link.  This would give the 
opportunity of allowing people from all over 
the country to come and see us in person at 
Exeter House or if distance is too much then 
watch the seminar via the ZOOM link. 

Face to Face meetings give people much 
more opportunity to open up discussions 
and also to see what New Exeter House has 
to offer. 
If you think that this is something that you 
may be interested in then please let us 
know by emailing: 
helen@materialsfinishing.org OR 
Johnburgess@materialsfinishing.org 
 

This is “YOUR IMF” so why not 
come and join us and be a part of it. 



         www.materials-finishing.org 

                            SITUATIONS VACANT 

19 



         www.materials-finishing.org 20 

                                         EXHIBITIONS 


