
IMF/OCCA GOLF DAY 

REPORT INSIDE 

  IMFORMATION      

       FEBRUARY 2024  

        www.materials-finishing.org 

IMF & OCCA GOLF DAY 

22nd MAY 2024 

At Windmill Village 

Hotel 

£50 per Golfer 
Includes Bacon Bap,  

Coffee on arrival and Lunch 
To Book Email 

Helen@materialsfinishing.org  
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IMF DIARY 

 

DISTANCE LEARNING START DATES 

Apply by 23rd May 2024  for start date 7th June 
2024. 

Please note that all course fees must be paid in 
full before any course materials can be  released. 

Please contact Karen Yates by email  
karen@materialsfinishing.org 

You can find details of courses and qualifications 
on our website- https://materials-finishing.org/ 

 

 

 

UPCOMING WEBINARS/SEMINARS 

 

Laser Assisted Cold Metal 
Spraying of Nickel Alloys for 

Structural Repairs 

 

Date:     Wed March 6th  @7.15pm 

 

For further information please contact 
johnburgess@materialsfinishing.org  

 

https://materials-finishing.org/
mailto:johnburgess@materialsfinishing.org
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Greetings from seat 19D on Emirates 
flight 040 to Dubai and on to 
Singapore. Yes, once again I’m off on 
my travels! This was planned in late 
2023 and seemed a long way off but 
it’s come round so quickly! Yet again 
it leaves me wondering where time 
goes. At least on this trip I have the 
enjoyment of 4 days at the Singapore 
Airshow, and catching up with old 
friends I haven’t seen since before 
Covid. I stop off in Dubai on the way 
home to run some training so not 
back in the UK until mid-March. 
 
The first 6 weeks of 2024 have seen some amazing business involvement and I 
hope Indestructible are not the exception to the rule by being so busy. Surely all 
of us involved in material finishing must be seeing an upturn in business as I’m 
sure all the world is becoming dynamically active. 
 
I have to say I’m pleased to hear the good news from the UK HSE on the results of 
their investigation into the re-authorisation analysis on Chromium Trioxide. It will 
be remembered that two requests for re-authorisation of CrO3 had been 
submitted, both to the UK HSE for UK REACH, but also ECHA for EU REACH. Whilst 
ECHA seem to enjoy prevarication, the HSE have got down to business, with the 
outcome that they are recommending a 12-year re-authorisation for use in slurry 

coatings, for both flight and industrial applications. This 
now has to be signed off by the Secretary of state, but 
this is expected to be a formality, and will mean that 
chrome-based slurry coatings can continue to be 
manufactured in the UK and applied both in the UK and 
throughout the world (except Europe!!) 
until 2036. 
 
 

 
Halcyon Environ-

mental 

Environmental and H&S Consultancy 

Services 
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As yet it’s unclear what will happen in the EU with EU REACH. I understand ECHA 
have consultation out onto whether Chromium Trioxide should be moved from 
Annex XIV (continued authorisation) to Annex XVII (restriction), but I also 
understand that their workload is so high it is unlikely that any investigation will 
be possible before the sunset date of September 2024. At least BREXIT has had 
even a slight benefit! 
 
My ever-demanding role within indestructible has meant I have been lax in my 
involvement with the Institute, but I do keep up to date with activities within the 
committees and groups. I am happy to hear that E&TC are continuing activity to 
ensure the IMF is correctly recognised by OFQUAL as a provider of education; this 
will help to widen the appeal and benefits of these excellent courses within the 
Materials Finishing industries. 
 
We have a new sub-group with Membership and Marketing, initially described as 
the business development group, with a role to actively sell sustaining 
membership of the Institute. Being handled by Barry Gay, Ken Griffiths and myself 
we are looking to actively engage with potential material finishing companies to 
extoll the benefits of Institute membership. Within the very short time we have 
been looking at this, I think we have engaged with four new member companies. 
 
I hope the weather continues to be as placid as it has been for the start of 2024, 
and we can get into Spring without any major issues. 
 
Graham Armstrong 
February 16th 2024 
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The Institute of Materials finishing (Southern Branch) is presenting an 
upcoming seminar entitled:  
  

Laser Assisted Cold Spraying of IN718 for Structural 
Repairs  

 By: Parcelino Sudigdo (PhD student from Nottingham University)  

  
Date of seminar: Wednesday 6th March 2024  
Time: 19:15   

 

The project (which is an account of PhD research progress to date) aims to 
investigate the influence of laser and cold spray parameters on the 
microstructures and mechanical properties of fabricated IN718 coatings.  

This exciting new technology 
should prove to be very 
interesting; we look forward 
to welcoming you to this 
event and hope that you will 
find it valuable. 
  
The seminar is to be held 
over the “Zoom” platform.  
  
 

To register for this event please contact either:  
  
Helen Wood: helen@materialsfinishing.org  
 or 
John Burgess johnburgess@materialsfinishing.org  

mailto:helen@materialsfinishing.org
mailto:johnburgess@materialsfinishing.org
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EDUCATION 
A warm welcome to our 17 new FOUNDATION students and 6 TECHNICIANS 

who enrolled in January 

GOOD LUCK WITH YOUR COURSES! 

 

Our next start date for all Distance learning courses is 7th June 2024 

Anyone interested in a course please contact 

me for further details and costs Karen Yates - 

karen@materialsfinishing.org 

Or telephone 0121 622 7387 

                           EDUCATION AND TRAINING 



         www.materials-finishing.org 7 

                              FRASER TECHNOLOGIES 



         www.materials-finishing.org 

      NEW MEMBER—AEROFIN LABORATORIES (i) 

8 

Accelerated Environmental Testing 

Environmental testing evaluates a material or coatings 

performance against deterioration. Environmental exposure 

testing is designed to evaluate a material or coatings 

performance against environmental deterioration. This 

could be part of periodic testing or R&D. The aim is to 

establish whether a coating is suitable for its intended 

purpose, or which coating is best for its intended purpose. 

The process is simple: expose samples to a pre determined 

exposure & evaluate against pre defined criteria to see if it 

meets the performance requirements. R&D may see various 

examples of materials, finishes & coatings exposed to the 

same environment with evaluations to see which has 

performed best. 

Solution Analysis 

Process Solution Control or Process Analytical Chemistry for 

compositional materials, additives, trace metals and 

contaminants. Aerofin Laboratories are Nadcap accredited to 

chemical processing 7108-4 certification. 

Process Solution Control or Process Analytical Chemistry is used 

to maintain adherence to specification and the requirements of 

our customers that are involved in all aspects of the application 

of surface treatments, coatings and platings. 

Utilising the application of analytical chemistry with specialised 

methods and sampling techniques for the determination of 

composition and contaminant levels of processing solutions and 

coatings of a traditional or proprietary nature. 

Aerofin laboratories Ltd is an independent NADCAP & ISO 17025 accredited laboratory practice & 
advisory. Our aim is to satisfy the needs of our customers with a comprehensive service in an 
increasingly demanding market place. 

Our extensive services, aid production with laboratory testing facilities in process solution control, 
accelerated environmental testing, metallurgical testing, coating evaluation and solution control. 
Whether you are considering your testing requirements for the first time or extending / reviewing 
internal / outsourcing options, we provide comprehensive, professional support. 

The delivery of our laboratory testing 
services are continually evolving to meet 
your needs within the aerospace, 
defence, automotive & wider surface 
engineering markets, adding real value at 
every stage of the process. 
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Coating Evaluation 

Evaluation performed to determine a coatings 

aesthetic or performance suitability for its intended 

use. The terms “paints” and “coatings” often mean 

the same thing. Most commonly paints are 

considered to be used primarily for aesthetics, while 

coatings are used principally to prevent substrate 

deterioration or for corrosion protection. Industrial 

coatings are most commonly used for corrosion 

protection of metal substrates in structures. 

Regardless of its primary function, the coating or 

paint must have adequate performance capabilities 

for its intended purpose. In order to assess 

performance, paints and coatings go through testing 

as both; the finished article and pre-application (wet 

state). 

Coating testing is performed generally for two 

reasons. Research & Development initially to 

establish whether a coating is suitable for its 

intended purpose and which coating is best suited for 

that purpose. Or as part of qualification and periodic 

testing to qualify the ability to apply a coating 

through testing to a given criteria. 

Material Evaluation 

Material evaluation intends to examine a 

materials characteristic through metallographic 

examination. Material Evaluation covers a broad 

range of testing including hardness testing, 

hydrogen embrittlement and metallurgical testing. 

Evaluating the physical properties of a material or 

coating. These types of tests can be performed at 

various stages of production to ensure quality 

material supply, process effectiveness and quality 

control. 

68 A Love Lane, Burnham-On-Sea, Somerset, UK 
TA8 1EY, 
 +44(0)1278 785131 
 info@aerofinlabs.com 
 www.aerofinlabs.com 

tel:01278785131
mailto:info@aerofinlabs.com
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