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IMF DIARY 

 

DISTANCE LEARNING ENROLMENT DATES 

June enrolment – 4th June 2026 

Submit applications by the 21st May  

September Enrolment 3rd September 2026 

Submit applications by 20th August  
 
Please note that all course fees must be paid in 
full before any course materials can be  released. 

Please email  training@materialsfinishing.org 

You can find details of courses and qualifications 

on our website- https://materials-finishing.org/ 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Golf Day -  20th May 2026 

Harborne Golf Club Birmingham 

Surfex – CBS Arena  

9th and 10th June 2026 
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                        SECRETARY GENERAL’S COLUMN  (i)  

Well it finally looks like spring has arrived; the 
days are getting a bit warmer and the evenings 
drawing out; I do so enjoy this time of year! 
Here in Cyprus, the winter seems to have 
dragged on a bit longer, with some strong and 
cold winds and quite heavy rain. This has been 
my first experience of a winter over here, and 
this is certainly easier to live through compared 
to a typical UK one! 
 
Living in the eastern Mediterranean one feels a 
lot closer to the current conflict in the middle 
east, although its fair to say that life here is not 
changed from 6 weeks ago before the start of 
the war. There was a drone attack on the UK sovereign base at Akrotiri that slightly 
damaged a hanger, but otherwise we are seeing no evidence. 
 
I had been booked to visit clients in Abu Dhabi during April, but this has now been 
postponed until attacks on the UAE have stopped. I’ve discovered that Emirates has 
reduced the number of flights from Cyprus to Dubai from daily to every other day, a sign I 
think of a reluctance of people to travel there. A neighbor in my road has a business in 
Dubai, but she is back here in Cyprus at the moment. I haven’t had the time to talk with 
her about the situation over there. 
 

I suppose the biggest worry currently is the restriction of oil 
flowing out of the region, and the effect that will have on 
not only the general public, but also on costs to industry. It 
is inevitable that raw material prices will escalate which I’m 
sure will not be able to be absorbed so costs of coatings 
will obviously increase. I suppose its also likely that we are 
to expect a downturn in industry activity? 
 
Life here over the past few months has been hectic; we 
have had a major renovation project on the house, 
complete re-tiling of the floors, a new kitchen and 
bathroom. The house was a “building site” 
for almost seven weeks, meaning I had to 
move out. I did take the opportunity to 
visit the UK during this time to run a paint 

 

Halcyon Environ-

mental 

Environmental and H&S Consultancy 

Services 

CoSHH, CONAW, COAAW, 14001 

18001 

Tel:  01902 743673 

E-mail: tim@halcyon-

environmental.co.uk 
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application course, and of course catch up with friends and old colleagues alike. The 
rest of the time, I stayed in one of the sea front hotels, which felt like I was on 
holiday! During my last few days there, after the attack on the RAF base at Akrotiri, 
the families of the airmen were moved into the hotel “for their safety”. It certainly 
livened up the place! 
 
I’m next back in the UK in about a month’s time to attend the IMF golf day; I’m 
looking forward to what is now becoming a tradition, and to meeting up with as many 
of you as possible for a “fun” day out! During this trip I will also visit the CHEM UK 
exhibition at the NEC and catch up with Helen, Karen and Michelle in the office. 
 
It’s a sure sign that summer is approaching as the flights between the UK and Cyprus 
have reverted to the summer schedules; It seems all the flights operate late in the 
evening; I don’t actually land at Birmingham until 2.30am, and its pretty similar at 
most other UK airports! 
 
I shall be returning to the UK in June; the Oil & Colour Chemists Association (OCCA) 
are running their bi-annual exhibition, SURFEX, at the  Coventry Arena and I have 
decided to exhibit to promote my consultancy business to include the practical 
training courses. The IMF will also be there, so please do come along and meet with 
us all there! 
 
I hope everyone had a good Easter break with some relaxation after the long winter. 
Here in Cyprus, the orthodox church has Easter a week later than in the UK so I’m 

looking forward to seeing how the celebrations go on 
here. Apparently everything closes on the Thursday until 
at least the Tuesday including tavernas and 
supermarkets, but at least the weather forecast looks 
promising, so it may be just a case of sitting by the pool 
and reading! 
 
 
Graham Armstrong 
April 8th 2026 
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HMG PAINTS (i) 

Mike Smith (on the right) 

with the Gold Medal 
 Neil McDonald (on the right) with 

his Best Foundation Student Award 

With decades of colour expertise behind them, HMG Paints, the Manchester-based paint 

manufacturer, has unveiled their Colour of the Year, Swan. Selected by HMG’s internal 

colour specialists along with their decorative design team, HMG have looked ahead and 

assessed the emerging cultural, architectural and interior design movements to identify a 

colour that reflects how people want to feel and connect with their homes this year.  

A refined and calming grey-white infused with the 

softest whisper of lavender, Swan is seen as a 

modern evolution of white and has been carefully 

selected by colour experts at HMG to align with 

shifting design preferences. By analysing the ever-

changing interior trends through extensive internal 

research, HMG have identified the growing shift in 

the industry, as users look to swap out colours like 

magnolia for softer shades, with Swan being the 

direct response to the movement. 

As part of HMG’s popular Essentials Colour 

Collection, Swan introduces a sense of tranquillity 

and quiet sophistication to interiors, working 

seamlessly across walls, woodwork and furniture. 

The colour preforms exceptionally well as both a 

standalone shade and can be partnered with various other shades within HMG’s expansive 

colour range. 

“For 2026, Swan feels incredibly relevant as it reflects what so many of our customers and 

partners are looking for right now,” says Gracienne Ikin, Business Development & Market 

Growth Manager – Decorative Paint (White Label) at HMG Paints “It brings a sense of 

calmness and ease to the spaces people use every day and we’ve already seen how 

beautifully it performs across real projects within the business.” 

“For me, Swan is a great representation and fresh direction for neutral 

tones. It can complement the richer accent colours in a decorative space 
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HMG PAINTS (ii) 

 
 

without feeling cold or 

clinical. That balance to me is 

what made it stand out so 

strongly as our colour of the 

year.” 

Speaking on how Swan aligns 

with HMG’s wider decorative 

direction, Alyssia Thorburn, 

Creative Marketer at HMG 

Paints comments “Swan is a 

standout shade within HMG 

and a personal highlight of my 

work within the business. As interiors move towards tonal layering, quiet luxury and more 

personalised spaces, we believe that Swan has a contemporary edge that redefines the role 

of other neutral decorative shades found within the market. 

“Unlike standard white emulsions, Swan has added depth and softness which helps bring 

interior designs together. We believe that Swan represents a clear evolution within HMG’s 

decorative range, as we look to align our decorative shades to stay line with how interiors 

are being designed and lived in today.” 

Swan has already featured across a range of various projects at HMG, where it has been 

used to support both modern and traditional interior schemes across various projects. 

One great showcase of the colour comes from the recent Collyhurst Village project, in 

which HMG worked closely with FEC UK and Project Furniture Residential to supply a 

variety of interior coatings. This project featured a range of colours from expansive 

decorative colour selection, with Swan being selected to create a balance between a lot of 

the richer accent colours in the new homes. 

Looking into 2026, HMG Paints plans to actively feature Swan across a variety of upcoming 

decorative projects, using the colour as a consistent reference point 

within both residential and commercial environments across the UK. The 

shade will be at the forefront of HMG’s decorative range as part of the 
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Essentials Colour Collection. 

The selection of Swan 

reflects HMG’s ongoing 

commitment to informed 

colour choice, guided by 

expertise, research and 

practical application. As 

an independent 

manufacturer with a 

strong decorative 

heritage, HMG continues 

to champion colours that 

respond to changing 

interior requirements 

whilst sharing this knowledge across its wider business network, supporting designers and 

partners though experience-led decision making. 

If you are interested in using Swan in your next decorating project, the shade is available 

direct via HMG’s distribution network and online at shop.hmgpaint.com as part of their 

Essentials Colour Collection: 

https://shop.hmgpaint.com/products/swan/  

A special promotion will be available for a limited time only on shop.hmgpaint.com, using 

the discount code “SWAN30” at checkout to get 30% off HMG’s Colour of the Year. 

If you require further information on the press release, please contact: 

Josh Hibbert  

HMG Paints  

joshhibbert@hmgpaint.com or marketing@hmgpaint.com  

www.hmgpaint.com 

0161 205 7631 

https://shop.hmgpaint.com/products/swan/
mailto:joshhibbert@hmgpaint.com
mailto:marketing@hmgpaint.com
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FRASER TECHNOLOGIES 
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NATIONAL NETWORKING COMMITTEE 
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Date for the 2026 IMF Golf Day 
coming soon. 

Register your interest –  

Helen@materialsfinishing.org  

mailto:Helen@materialsfinishing.org


EDNANO 

13 

 

        www.materials-finishing.org 16 

The 17th edition of the International Workshop on 

Electrodeposited Nanostructures – EDNANO – will take place 

from 4 to 7 November 2026 at “La Cristalera”, in Miraflores de 

la Sierra, Madrid, Spain. 

This international conference is dedicated to the 

electrodeposition of nanostructures and the characterization of 

their properties. The many applications include magnetism, 

catalysis, sensors, chemical analysis, anti-corrosion coatings, 

thermoelectric conversion, materials for energy storage and 

production devices, as well as water splitting. We will explore 

the latest advances in synthesis techniques for 

electrodeposition and interaction between nanostructures and 

their functional properties. 

For further info contact   

Website   https//ednano17web.csic.es 

Email        tnfo.ednano17@csic.es 
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Prof. David R. Gabe FIMF (1937-2025) 

 

It is with great sadness that we 

have to report the death of 

Professor David Gabe on the 

14th November 2025.  David was 

a leading figure in the IMF being 

President from 1995-7 as well as 

receiving the IMF Gold Medal 

award in 2002 and the 

Hothersall Memorial Medal in 

2014.  David was extremely well 

regarded scientifically, 

publishing over 150 papers and 

two books.  He was a full-time 

academic member of staff at 

Sheffield and then 

Loughborough University at the 

latter becoming Head of 

Department and receiving a 

Chair. He participated in 

international metal finishing committees being a former President of 

the International Union for Surface Finishing (IUSF) and founding 

member of the European Academy of Surface Technology (EAST). 

David will be sorely missed by many colleagues and friends around 
the world.  A full obituary will appear in Transactions  
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EXHIBITIONS 


