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IMF DIARY 

 

DISTANCE LEARNING ENROLMENT DATES 

September Enrolment 3rd September 2026 

Submit applications by 20th August 2026 

 
January Enrolment 15th January 2027 

Submit applications by 13th January 2027  

 
Please note that all course fees must be paid in 
full before any course materials can be  released. 

Please email  training@materialsfinishing.org 

You can find details of courses and qualifications 

on our website- https://materials-finishing.org/ 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

AGM  18th November 2026 

 

https://materials-finishing.org/
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                        SECRETARY GENERAL’S COLUMN  (i) 

The first day of June and the weather is finally 
showing signs of summer here in Cyprus. For the 
last few days we have had “wall to wall” blue 
sky’s and temperatures in the high 20’s. 
 
I know its been warmer in the UK in the previous 
few days, but this still doesn’t offer the walk by 
the coast or the cool pint of lager watching the 
sun shimmering on the sea! 
 
I seem to be spending a fair bit of time in the UK at 
the moment. I was over in Birmingham during 
week commencing 18th May: the main reason 
was to attend the IMF golf day on Wednesday 
20th May at the Harborne golf club. 
 
A mixed day of weather with overcast skies and a cool wind to start, which kept the non-
golfers in the clubhouse except to cheer off the teams as they started their rounds. 
 
Helen will have put together a report on the event plus the winners of the various trophies. 
The day ended with a few drinks in the bar and a hearty lunch of steak and kidney pie before 
we all made our ways home. I think it’s fair to say that a good time was had by all! 
 
The day after, before wending my way home via a chaotic Birmingham airport, I attended 

the Chem UK exhibition, held at the NEC. My main purpose 
was to help out on the OCCA stand, but I took the 
opportunity to walk the show: this has really grown since its 
early days and now caters for many broad sectors of the 
chemicals industry. 
 
As I said, the airport was chaotic. The queue for security took 
over an hour, and that was through the “express” lane! I 
suppose this was the Friday before a bank holiday weekend 
and school’s half term, so “memo to Graham: don’t travel to 
the UK at holiday times”! 
 
I’m back again in a weeks’ time; I’m 
exhibiting at the SURFEX show, the 
premier event for the paints and surface 

 

Halcyon Environ-

mental 

Environmental and H&S Consultancy 

Services 

CoSHH, CONAW, COAAW, 14001 

18001 

Tel:  01902 743673 

E-mail: tim@halcyon-

environmental.co.uk 
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coatings industry. This is organised by OCCA, and is a bi-annual event which attracts 
nearly everyone who is anyone within the paints industry. As a council member of OCCA, 
I felt it right that I should support the show hence my having the stand. The IMF also have 
a stand there, so Helen will be there along with other members of the team. 
 
So please come along and support us! The show is at the Coventry Building Society Arena 
( what I remember as the Ricoh!), just off junction 3 of the M6. The show runs over 2 
days, Tuesday and Wednesday 9th and 10th June. Join us for a coffee and a catch up!! 
 
Unfortunately I have to travel to the UK again in July, but this is for a sad personal reason. 
I found out a week ago, that my only surviving cousin has terminal cancer and I do feel I 
should see her before it’s too late! My family has always been spread across the breadth 
of the UK (a real nomadic tribe!) so it’s off to North Devon to see her! 
 
I hope you all are seeing some good business of late; being based here in Cyprus, its 
difficult to keep totally up to date on what is happening in the UK: I do see all this 
craziness about politics at the moment but I’m not going to make any comments on this 
silliness! 
 
So I look forward to catching up with as many of you as possible at SURFEX, and to the 
much improved sunshine here in Cyprus! 
 
Graham Armstrong 
1st June 2026. 
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PLATING LINE ADVICE (i) 

Mike Smith (on the right) 

with the Gold Medal 
 Neil McDonald (on the right) with 

his Best Foundation Student Award 

 

 

Celebrating 10 Successful Years 2016 to 2026 

How time flies! At the 

beginning of May 2016 

Plating-Line-Advice 

launched a new technical 

advice service to assist 

businesses considering 

investment in new 

surface treatment 

equipment or indeed 

upgrading or resolving 

engineering problems 

with existing facilities. 

We are now celebrating 10 successful years of helping clients achieve their 

goals and realise fruitful investments. 

The delivery of a successful project that meets all the client’s expectations on 

cost, timing and performance requires a multi-disciplined approach. 

The specialised nature of surface treatment equipment along with the 

necessary supporting ancillary items meant there had previously been a lack of 

independent specialist technical advice available.  
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PLATING LINE ADVICE (ii) 

 
 

 

This often resulted in excessive reliance on potential suppliers to fulfil 

their obligations, which sometimes worked but can also put the client at 

a disadvantage. 

The provision of impartial technical advice and support throughout the 

whole project process is intended to save the client valuable time and 

assets and ease successful project realisation.  

The most important aspect as far as the purchaser is concerned is having 

peace of mind and confidence that their purchasing decision will prove 

to be well founded. 

The experience of the last ten years has proven the principle behind the 

concept with a wide range of projects successfully completed. 

We would like to thank all our clients old and new for their past and 

ongoing business and the faith and confidence they have shown in our 

service. 

 

 

“Peace of Mind through Confidence” 

Contact- Will Green FIMF 

E. will@plating-line-advice.com 

w. http://www.plating-line-advice.com 

T. +44(0)7481 322263 

mailto:will@plating-line-advice.com
http://www.plating-line-advice.com
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TRANSACTIONS 

Mike Smith (on the right) 

with the Gold Medal 
 Neil McDonald (on the right) with 

his Best Foundation Student Award 

Members of the IMF and other subscribers to 

our journal Trans IMF who normally receive a 

printed paper copy of the journal issues will 

have noticed that even as I write (late May 

2026) they have not received any issues this 

year although the journal has been published 

online as usual.  This is known to the IMF office and to the editorial team of the 

journal and has originated because of a persistent problem with the production 

and dispatch.  Issues 104(1) and 104(2) were recently re-printed and are due to be 

dispatched again shortly.  I very much hope that by the time this appears in print, 

the problem will be resolved.  Our publishers have reassured us on this and sent 

the following apology below. 

“We sincerely apologize to the members for the delayed delivery of the issues 1 

and 2, Volume 104 of Transactions of the IMF 2026. Due to an operational 

oversight in our distribution process, these issues were not dispatched as 

scheduled. Taylor & Francis has taken full responsibility for this error, and now 

both issues have been reprinted and are being sent to all members. We will 

implement additional process control measures to ensure this does not happen 

again. We appreciate your patience and continued support of the IMF and this 

journal.” 

 

Karl S. Ryder (hon. Editor-in-Chief, Trans IMF) 



13          www.materials-finishing.org 8 

GOLF DAY (i) 

Mike Smith (on the right) 

with the Gold Medal 
 Neil McDonald (on the right) with 

his Best Foundation Student Award 

 A fantastic day was had by all at the 
annual IMF Golf Day at Harborne Golf 
Club!  

The sun shone down on the green as 
members and industry friends came 
together for a wonderful 18 holes of golf. 
From the morning breakfast rolls to the 
great catch-ups over lunch, the event 
was filled with lots of smiles, friendly 
competition, and excellent networking.  

A huge thank you to everyone who 
joined us and made the day so 
memorable—take a look through the 
gallery to see some of the best highlights 
and swings from the course! 
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GOLF DAY (ii) 

Mike Smith (on the right) 

with the Gold Medal 
 

Neil McDonald (on the 
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THE NATIONAL BRANCH 

Mike Smith (on the right) 

with the Gold Medal 
 Neil McDonald (on the right) with 

his Best Foundation Student Award 

The National Branch – formerly known as the Southern Branch – is seek-
ing new members to join us at our meetings. Most sessions are held via 
Zoom, but we also arrange in-person gatherings a couple of times each 
year to bring members together face-to-face. 
  
We run regular seminars focused on topics related to surface finishing, 
providing valuable opportunities to learn, share knowledge, and stay up-
dated with industry developments. 
  
For more details and to get involved, contact: 
helen@materialsfinishing.org 

mailto:helen@materialsfinishing.org
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13 

 

           www.materials-finishing.org 

 

13 



FRASER TECHNOLOGIES 

13 

 

        www.materials-finishing.org 14 



SITUATIONS VACANT 
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We are recruiting for two positions where you can put your IMF 
qualifications and industry experience to work: 

• Technical & Quality Manager 

• Experienced metal finishing Production Operative for our 
anodising lines 

We specialise in hard anodising aluminium and have been operating 
in Coventry for nearly 80 years.   

Be part of our future success.  

Contact accounts@ase4anodising.co.uk for more information. 

 

mailto:accounts@ase4anodising.co.uk
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FISCHER 
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NATIONAL NETWORKING COMMITTEE 

  

IMF National 

Network Committee   

  
2026 Seminars 

Upcoming Seminars 
We are working on the Autumn Seminars 

Coming Soon 

“Training; its role in efficient and profitable paint application” 

Graham Armstrong  

Also, seminars by: 

Harry Pemberton - PMD Chemicals 

James Bick - Chair of ETC Committee 



SURFACE WORLD 
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Date for the 2026 IMF Golf Day 
coming soon. 

Register your interest –  

Helen@materialsfinishing.org  

mailto:Helen@materialsfinishing.org


EDNANO 
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The 17th edition of the International Workshop on 

Electrodeposited Nanostructures – EDNANO – will take place 

from 4 to 7 November 2026 at “La Cristalera”, in Miraflores de 

la Sierra, Madrid, Spain. 

This international conference is dedicated to the 

electrodeposition of nanostructures and the characterization of 

their properties. The many applications include magnetism, 

catalysis, sensors, chemical analysis, anti-corrosion coatings, 

thermoelectric conversion, materials for energy storage and 

production devices, as well as water splitting. We will explore 

the latest advances in synthesis techniques for 

electrodeposition and interaction between nanostructures and 

their functional properties. 

For further info contact   

Website   https//ednano17web.csic.es 

Email        tnfo.ednano17@csic.es 



ROYAL SOCIETY OF CHEMISTRY 
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Advances in Coatings 2026 - 1 Day Conference 

14th September 2026 

The Assembly Room, The Exchange, Birmingham B1 2DR 

The Royal Society of Chemistry Surface Coatings Group is holding a one day conference on 
14th September 2026 in the Assembly Room, The Exchange, Birmingham B1 2DR.  It is 
targeted at scientists, engineers, researchers, students, and professionals working in 
coatings, materials science, and related industries. 

This is a premier one day conference where leading researchers, innovators and industry 
professionals will present the latest advances in coatings and where the future of coatings 
will be explored and how latest developments will shape the industry. 

There will be plenty of opportunity to discuss cutting edge research and real world 
applications, as well as gaining insights from expert speakers and industry specialists.  
Attendees will have the opportunity to network with professionals from both academia and 
industry and stay ahead of this rapidly evolving field. 

There will be two sections, the first of which will discuss the use of AI in formulation and 
coating chemistry and how AI and data driven tools are transforming coating design and 
accelerating innovation. 

The second section will discuss the challenges in coating characterisation and will explore 
the advanced techniques being used to uncover the complexities behind surface coating 
performances and behaviour. 

There will be a Poster Session and awards, where emerging talents will be showcased, with 
prizes for outstanding contributions from students and early career researchers.  

 

Conference Fees: 

RSC Member: £80 

Non‑RSC Member: £100 

RSC Student: £20 

Non‑RSC Student: £25 

Included in the Registration Fee, all delegates will receive: 

-Arrival tea and coffee 

-Mid‑morning refreshments 

-Lunch 

-Mid‑afternoon refreshments 

To learn more, and book your place, visit our website: 

 https://www.rsc.org/events/find-an-event/advances-in-coatings 

https://www.rsc.org/events/find-an-event/advances-in-coatings
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HMG Paints Ltd, the UK’s leading independent paint manufacturer, has 

partnered with specialist commercial contractors Anglia Decor to 

successfully deliver a comprehensive refurbishment of a Self-Storage 

warehouse unit.  

Utilising HMG’s advanced "1K DTM" (Direct to Metal) system Anglia Decor transformed the 

tired yellow unit into a completely refreshed white and red livery. The project highlights how 

high-performance coatings can streamline commercial transformations with zero operational 

downtime.   

Operating within a live commercial environment presented a unique set of logistical 

challenges. Anglia Decor was tasked with executing a complete coating upgrade while 

ensuring minimum disruption to customers accessing their storage units. Overcoming these 

strict site constraints required a combination of skilled application 

craftsmanship and a rapid turnaround, which was enabled by HMG’s highly 

efficient coating system.   



HMG PAINTS (ii) 
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Anglia Decor chose HMG Paints over competing manufacturers due to HMG's product 

coverage capabilities, ease of ordering and exceptional technical service provided by 

representative Roger Blinco. To minimise on-site delays, HMG coordinated direct-to-site 

deliveries, ensuring all coatings arrived precisely when needed to support a seamless setup 

and an efficient workflow.   

"We would recommend using HMG products and support service; we have found the 1K 

DTM has great coverage and gives a uniform finish. The ease of order and quick delivery 

time made it incredibly easy to set up the job, get started, and achieve a high-quality result 

on a busy, live site" said Steve Massey, owner of Anglia Decor. 

The 1K DTM system utilised on the project is 

engineered to combine primer and topcoat 

properties into a single, high-performance 

formulation. Formulated for direct application to 

metal substrates, the product offers excellent 

adhesion, corrosion resistance, and colour 

retention. Applied via spray application by the 

Anglia Decor team, the coating delivered an 

impeccable, uniform finish across the facility's 

surfaces, significantly upgrading the units aesthetic 

appeal and long-term durability.   

“It’s clear to see why Anglia Decor were asked to travel halfway across the country for this 

project when you see the transformation from a tired looking yellow unit to the stunning 

new red and white livery” commented Roger Blinco, HMG Technical Sales Manager. “The 

team have done a great job on this project and we’re proud to have worked with them to 

identify the right product specification and provide technical support.” 



HMG PAINTS (ii 
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The collaboration highlights HMG Paints' commitment to supporting independent 

commercial contractors with agile manufacturing and personalised account management. 

From technical support and initial order placement through to precise site delivery, the 

streamlined process allowed Anglia Decor to optimise their daily business operations and 

deliver complete building solutions for a variety of customers. 

Anglia Decor (www.angliadecor.co.uk) is a premier commercial painting and protective 

coatings contractor specialising in large-scale industrial, commercial, and retail 

refurbishments across the UK. Guided by core values of integrity, customer satisfaction, 

and a well-trained workforce, the company are specialist contractors in resin and epoxy 

flooring, industrial roofing, cladding installation and industrial painting. 

1K DTM is available direct from HMG Paints or via their nationwide distribution network. 

For more information on the HMG Paints range of cladding and industrial coatings or for 

technical support visit www.hmgpaint.com 

If you require further information on the press release, please contact: 

Stephen Dyson  

HMG Paints Communications 

sdyson@hmgpaint.com or marketing@hmgpaint.com  

www.hmgpaint.com 

0161 205 7631  

mailto:sdyson@hmgpaint.com
mailto:marketing@hmgpaint.com
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